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ticism can be traced, in spite of infinite confusions
and the presence of foreign conceptions of every
description, in the theology of the Christians of
St. John. To show how far this theology is purely
gnostic, how far Jewish and cabalistic, how far taken
from Parsy or even Buddhist sources, and how far,
finally, local, the relic of the Chaldean land-religion,
is an impossible task. The sacred books are so much
confused, and their accounts vary so hopelessly in
different places; the names of the divinities or SBons
are so frequently confounded, the same being employed
in different places for two or more distinct emanations
or manifestations, or different names being used for
the same, that it is beyond the power of scholarship as
yet to separate the various elements in the Mandaoan
religion and ascribe each to its proper source. Even
the learned Dr. Noldeke writes, in a pathetic con-
clusion to a review of Petermann's and Euting's
editions of the Mandsean scriptures : " I have busied
myself with the Mandssans for years; 1 have read the
two newly-edited books carefully through twice, and
parts of them much oftener; . . . I have endeavoured
by a study of the gnostic and, other systems to gain
an insight into this literature : and yet I have not so
far arrived at any adequate understanding." But
though there is an infinite amount of uncertainty and
obscurity about much of this strange creed, or collec-
tion of creeds, the main outline has been tolerably
clearly drawn by Petermann from his priestly teacher;
and we cannot do better than recapitulate his account.
At the beginning of all things there were two